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As researchers that throughout the last decade have developed academic 

investigations together with the Tupinambá indigenous people, in southern Bahia, 

Brazil, we have observed with great concern the resurgence of tension in the region, in 

this month of August 2013. Violent actions have been recorded in the municipalities of 

Buerarema, Ilhéus and Una since August 14
th

, when a vehicle that transported 

indigenous and non-indigenous students was targeted by lethal weapons, near the Serra 

do Padeiro village, in the Tupinambá territory. Ever since then, the reports have been 

alarming − indigenous peoples houses were set on fire and part of their agricultural 

production was robbed; government agency vehicles were destroyed and public 

buildings were vandalized −, constituting a confrontational scenery, characterized by 

repeated violations of indigenous rights.  

The attacks towards indigenous peoples − as well as non-indigenous people 

considered to be their allies − seek to undermine the mobilization in defense of the legal 

demarcation of the Tupinambá of Olivença Indigenous land (TI), currently in process. 

The process of identification of the TI began in 2004, as a result of intense pressure 

from these indigenous people. Five (5) years later, the National Indian Foundation 

[Fundação Nacional do Índio] approved the circumstantial report, which delimited the 

TI in 47 hectares, extending to the municipalities of Buerarema, Ilhéus and Una. At this 

time, the signature is pending, of the Minister of Justice, José Eduardo Cardozo, for the 

declaratory order of the Indigenous Land, so that the process is pushed towards its final 

stages. As can be seen, the regulation of the Indigenous Land has already lasted for nine 

(9) years, such that the legal deadlines for the completion of the demarcation, 

established by Decree # 1.775/96, have been systematically violated.  

The Tupinambá people suffer daily from the effects of the Brazilian State 

omitting the guarantee of their territorial rights. At the same time, the well-intentioned, 

non-indigenous occupants are also affected by the delayed demarcation process, living a 

situation of uncertainty, waiting for the for the payment of indemnities which they have 

a right to, as well as resettling, in this case, those who have a profile that is compatible 

with that of a land reform client. As it is known, the Federal Constitution of 1988 

recognizes the social organization, customs, languages, beliefs and traditions, as well as 

the original rights of indigenous peoples over lands traditionally occupied by them. In 

this way, making the State responsible for the demarcations of these lands, a legal 

commitment that is also international, considering that Brazil has signed the Convention 

169 of the International Labour Organization, ratified by Legislative Decree # 

143/2002, which obligates Brazil to take “necessary measures to identify traditionally 

occupied lands by the peoples who are interested, and guarantee the effective protection 

to their rights to property and possession”. At the same time, the Federal Constitution 



contains one of the fundamental principles of dignity for the human person. By not 

fulfilling its legal attributions, the Brazilian State has been contributing to the 

aggravation of tensions in the region. In this way, it should be held responsible for the 

violations of current human rights.  

Our diverse research projects − framed within academic affiliations and diverse 

theoretical perspectives, which address distinct aspects of study and were developed in 

different moments from the end of 1990 to the present year – demonstrate that the 

traditionality of the Tupinambá land is unquestionable. Based on ethnographic and 

documentary data, our investigations reconstruct the long history of territorial 

expropriation endured by the Tupinambá people, as well as document their mobilization 

in the face of the State, in order to demand the rights that are assured under the Brazilian 

Constitution. In this sense, we are convinced that it is essential that the administrative 

procedure for the demarcation of the Tupinambá of Olivença Indigenous Land is 

completed with urgency, as it is the only way to guarantee historical justice and make 

the conflicts in the region cease.    
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